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RESOURCE REVIEW 

 Summer is in full swing now...hard to believe it was just spring, right?  Have you noticed how 

church changes a little in summer? The pews are not so full...some  congregations switch from 

three services to two. When summer is in full swing, many are about, traveling and attending  fam-

ily gatherings. I have been thinking about the summer and my relationship with my Father in 

heaven. I find myself drifting  away from my usual routine, and I miss more Sunday services than I 

like to admit. This summer, however, I decided to change things.  I am going to use summer as a 

time for greater personal reflection. The best way to have the time one needs  is to devote time 

to God for worship and to oneself for rest. Devoting time to God gives you spiritual refreshment 

and the opportunity to hear His priorities for you. It also gives you the energy to do what you are 

called to do. To live with Christ on a daily basis changes us. Our speech becomes gentler and 

kinder, and our faces mirror His joy. Our hearts and motives become pure, and our actions are 

pointed more towards love and service to others. What could be greater than that? Than to have 

a heart like Jesus? What will you do this summer? Perhaps, this can be a season where you will  

grow deeper in your relationship with God, both in the time you spend away, and in worship with 

your church family. 

Blessings for a safe and wonderful summer, thanks be to God!              Cindi Eckert, Director 

“All of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord– 
who is the Spirit– makes us more and more like Him as we are changed into his glorious image.” 
           -2 Corinthians 3:18 

Sierra Pacific Synod Resource Center                                                              

Fresno, CA 93710 559-449-8735     rspselca@pacbell.net   
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New Resources! 

  Psssst! (coming soon!)  

Come Thirsty - Receive What 
Your Soul Longs For 

 We were not meant to live with 
dehydrated hearts... come and 
learn how to quench your soul. 
Like the woman at the well, we 
recognize our need for living wa-
ter. We need moisture, a swallow 
of water, a long, quenching drink. 
But where do we find water for 

the soul?   We find it at the W-E-L-L. In this renewing and 
life-giving program, Max Lucado leads us to the four essential 
nutrients needed by every soul. Explore the well of God's love 
with this six-week study series. 

Son Surf Beach Bash 

- Dude, It's All About Jesus on 
those hot summer days the best 
place to be is the beach! Cool off 
in the sparkling blue waves. Build 
a magnificent sandcastle. Explore 

tide pools and collect seashells. The beach is a beautiful natu-
ral playground and the perfect place for VBS! As kids explore 
the wonders of the beach, they'll also discover the Big An-
swers to the Big Questions about Jesus, who He is and why 
they need Him. At SonSurf Beach Bash VBS, kids learn that 
there is only one truth: Jesus.  

 

Spark Bible 

Story Curriculum: 

 

Daniel & the Lions 

Jonah & the Big Fish 

Hannah and Samuel  

Solomon Builds the Temple  

These rotation curriculum will take you 
through four months...then Christmas 
curriculum will be rolling out! Stay 
tuned... 

 ...And... coming 
soon!!! 

The Art of Curating Worship : Reshaping the Role of Worship Leader  

Written by Mark Pierson, one of the pioneers in worship curation, this exciting new book explains why effective 
worship needs to be seen as an art form made up of a series of art works, rather than a mechanistic task of filling 
in the gaps in an order of service. At the heart of this new way of thinking about worship is the role of the wor-
ship curator. Many practical examples are used to illustrate ways in which worship, both inside and outside the 
church building, can be curated and delivered for spiritual formation and mission. 

Did you know... 

August 9th is 
BOOK LOVERS 
DAY!!! 
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Here is what the ELCA says about worldwide disasters: 

“We help to bring God’s comfort, healing and renewal to those affected by disasters. And when the 

dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.” 

How blessed it is to be a part of a worldwide church committed to helping those suffering from 

incredible and unimaginable disasters! I was thrilled to have an article submitted to me by a 

congregation right here in our Sierra Pacific Synod...addressing this very issue which I am going 

to share with you. And please, I encourage you to send me your own stories! Tell us what you are 

doing in your congregations so we can share ideas as we all strive to live a life like Jesus did. 

To learn more about what the ELCA is doing worldwide, please go to this link:  

(http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response.aspx) 

Submitted by Trinity Lutheran, Fresno: 

In contacting the secretary of the congregation in Joplin, Mo., our Trinity ladies learned that the church building 
was leveled. Being that this is a town of 50,000, the congregation has only about 100 members.  Eighteen of 
their households had been affected by this tornado. But with faith and courage, they said they were pressing for-
ward with the life of the congregation,  and would be meeting and participating in a W-ELCA event with six 
other congregations in their Conference.  

The W-ELCA at Trinity Lutheran, in Fresno California, in response to this disaster and with prayerful hearts, 
sent a monetary donation and a prayer to the Women of the ELCA at Peace Lutheran Church, Joplin, Mo. Be-
low, is a copy of their letter: 

Heavenly Father, you have allowed us to know wonderful and fulfilling lives, lives which we take for granted 
and within which we move with confidence and high expectations.  But here and now, the world as we have 
known it has crashed around the people of Peace Lutheran Church.  The power of nature and the winds of the 
recent tornado have shown them (and us) how fragile life can be.   We are confident that the everlasting love of 
a Mighty God has also shown how faithful and caring He is in the lives of His children.  We thank You today 
that You are there, Father, among the people of Joplin.  We thank You for the blessing of community and the 
privilege of clasping the hand of a neighbor.   We pray for Peace Lutheran Church, and especially for the 
women of Peace Lutheran Church.  We pray that the peace that does indeed pass all understanding will 
strengthen and keep each of them during the days and weeks and months as the work of re-building continues.   
We thank You, Lord, for their ability to press forward with the hard tasks that are ahead of them, and trust that 
Your never-ending love will be evidenced in the faces of those they meet today and in some small way bring en-
couragement to their hearts and minds.  In Your dear name we pray, Amen. 

We send our love and prayers from the Women of the ELCA 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Fresno, CA 

"You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word."  
         Psalm 119:114 
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Some people say they don’t know how to pray...they aren’t sure what 

to pray for...       

Here is a little secret that someone shared about how to 

pray: 

 

Picture your hand. Your thumb is the finger closest to 

you, which represents the people closest to you to pray 

for...like your family, your spouses, or your close friends. 

The pointer finger reminds us of teachers, who used to 

point to us when we were answering a question in class. 

This is to remind us to pray for all the teachers in the 

world, in whatever form they teach, whether it be in 

school, or even in church or other places.  

The middle finger is the taller than all the other fingers. 

It represents the leaders throughout the world and in 

our government and churches. This finger reminds us to 

pray for their leadership.                     

 

The ring finger, as most piano players will tell you, is the 

weakest finger. Let it remind us to pray for the weak, 

the sick, and helpless in the world! 

 

The pinky is the “little” finger, the  least and smallest of 

all, and the last on the row of fingers. Let the pinky re-

mind us of ourselves, to put others before us, to pray 

for others and not place undo importance on ourselves. 

 



SPS Resource Center: 

Books 

Curriculum/Bible Study 

DVD/Videos 

VBS Materials 

Music, and more! 

Located in Hope Lutheran 
Church, 364 E. Barstow Ave. 

Fresno, CA  93710 

resourcecenterspselca.org 

A proud member of ALRC 

Director of Resource Center: Cindi Eckert 

Apply your heart to instruction, and your ears to words of 
knowledge. 

-Proverbs 23:12 

Open Hearts…Open Arms 
10th Biennial Convention 

Sierra Pacific Synod Women of the ELCA 

October 28-30, 2011 

Under the theme Open Hearts, Open Arms, we will look at what it means to be in community, to be 
part of God’s family.  We will celebrate the uniqueness of each part as we come together, not as a 
‘melting pot’ but as a ‘tasty stew’  (an image posed by one of our presenters!) where each part adds 
to the flavor but also retains its identity.  We will give thanks for what every one can add to that 
‘stew’. 

The Convention will take place at the Mission d’Oro Hotel in Santa Nella, CA.  Santa Nella is just 
north of the exit for Los Banos.  For more information, email crosscurrenteditor@gmail.com 

 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



